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Service Definition Document 
Service Description 
PharmChek® by SCRAM Systems is the sole manufacturer of the PharmChek drug monitoring 
technology that facilitates non-invasive transdermal drug monitoring 24 hours a day. Otherwise 
known as the “Sweat Patch” or “Drug Patch,” PharmChek is the only FDA-cleared transdermal sweat 
patch on the market.  

PharmChek has been implemented for more than 35 years in the United States, and the results have 
been forensically defended in more than 80 court hearings, including those evaluated under the Frye 
and Daubert standards of judicial admissibility. PharmChek was further affirmed as a valid and 
reliable drug testing device by the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals (U.S. v. Meyer, 2007). 

The PharmChek patch consists of a cellulose collection pad secured within a transparent, surgical-
grade polyurethane film that adheres to the donor’s skin for approximately 7–10 days.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Longevity and Additional Security. An optional overlay, made of the same polyurethane film, can 
also be applied that may extend the wear time for some donors to 14 days.  

The patches and overlays have a two-year shelf life from the date of purchase. Each patch is 
manufactured with a unique patch ID# that is recorded on Part 1 of the Chain of Custody Form (CCF) 
at application and removal.  

How PharmChek Works. Whilst wearing the PharmChek drug patch, the cellulose pad continuously 
collects the non-volatile components of sweat, including ingested drugs of abuse. The adhesive film 
functions as a semi-permeable, non-occlusive membrane that allows oxygen, water vapor, and gases 
to pass through while preventing contaminants from the environment from penetrating.  

Drug Detection and Confirmation. PharmChek can detect and confirm donor use of the following 
drugs: 



Analyte Group Analyte Cut-Off 

AMPHETAMINES Amphetamine 25 ng/Patch  

Methamphetamine 25 ng/Patch  

MDMA 25 ng/Patch 

COCAINE Cocaine 25 ng/Patch  

Benzoylecgonine 25 ng/Patch 

BENZODIAZEPINES Diazepam 3 ng/Patch  

Nordiazepam 3 ng/Patch  

Oxazepam 3 ng/Patch  

Temazepam 3 ng/Patch  

Lorazepam 3 ng/Patch  

Alprazolam 3 ng/Patch 

OPIATES Morphine 25 ng/Patch  

Codeine 25 ng/Patch  

Dihydrocodeine 25 ng/Patch  

6-MAM 25 ng/Patch  

Thebaine 25 ng/Patch 

OPIOIDS Oxycodone 25 ng/Patch  

Tramadol 25 ng/Patch  

Methadone 25 ng/Patch  

EDDP 25 ng/Patch  

Buprenorphine 1 ng/Patch  

Norbuprenorphine 1 ng/Patch 

CANNABIS (Δ-9)-THC 2 ng/Patch 

KETAMINE Ketamine 25 ng/Patch 



 

Anti-Circumvention. PharmChek’s tamper-evident features help the trained observer to detect 
attempts at removal and the re-application of the patch. Due to the tamper-evident technology, once 
removed, it cannot be reapplied with the integrity of the initial application. 

Authorised Removal and the Chain of Custody. At the end of the wear period the trained 
observer completes Part 2 of the Chain of Custody Form (CCF) and removes the pad from the film. 
The pad is collected using single use tweezers and secured in the specimen bag. The specimen bag is 
sealed with a tamper-evident seal and endorsed by both the donor and observer. A matching barcode 
sticker from the CCF is affixed to the specimen bag and transport bag to ensure proper identification 
and tracking, then shipped to the laboratory for analysis.  

Data Protection and Transfer of CCF and Results. There are two operating models that can be 
implemented. The first will utilise the wearer’s personal details, which will be held on the customer’s 
database and only transferred to the laboratory via the CCF.  

The second operating model will allow for pseudonymised data to be entered into the CCF and only 
the patch ID# and a reference number will be provided to the laboratory. The patch ID# is only used 
at the agency-level to ensure the same patch that was applied is the same as was removed and is 
off-set as another tamper-evident feature. The lab does not record it on the report. 

Analysis & Reporting. When the specimen is received at the lab it is analyzed by liquid 
chromatography–tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) in accordance with forensic testing best 
standards, ensuring that all results are confirmatory. Hence, it can be trusted and relied upon to be 
presented before a court of law. Chain of custody is maintained at the laboratory throughout testing 
to preserve specimen integrity and to provide complete documentation from specimen collection 
through to the final report to the supervising authority. 

The Laboratory. We partner with UK based laboratories that are UKAS and ISO 17025 accredited to 
analyze all PharmChek specimens. 

  



Onboarding Support  
SCRAM Systems will develop a simplified and customised onboarding process for each agency that 
contracts them as their service provider. This process will include, but is not limited to: 

• Customer setup 

• Live training sessions 

• Customer demonstrations 

• Deployment planning and execution 

Our Field Support Services team provides professional service and support for SCRAM Systems 
customers by performing onsite initial and refresher training. They bridge the gap between 
programme adoption and customer support by providing more than 1,500 hours of training to SCRAM 
Systems partners and agencies each year. In addition, a UK-based team is available to help create 
and/or maintain a monitoring program tailored specifically to your budget, policies, procedures, and 
goals. 

Contact information 

Amit Sethi | Director of European Operations 
Address: Alcohol Monitoring Systems Ltd, Signature by Regus, 2nd Floor Berkeley Square House, 
Berkeley Street, W1J 6BD 
Email: asethi@scramsystems.com 
https://www.scramsystems.com/scram-international/gb/ 
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